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Tourism is a Business and a 

BIG Source of Income to NE

 Tourism is Nebraska’s third largest earner of 

revenue from outside the state.

 Travel spending in Nebraska grew for the second 

consecutive year in a row to $3.4 billion, an annual 

increase of 5.4%, compared to the national increase of 

4.1% - that’s 32% higher than the national average in 

2018.

 Direct travel spending in Nebraska generated 40,300 

jobs with earnings of $750 million in 2018.

 Travel-generated state and local tax receipts totaled 

$240 million.

 Overnight person trips to Nebraska in 2018 (reported in 

2019) totaled 6.4 million, up 2.5% over the prior year.

Source: Dean Runyan Associates Study, NOTE: Economic 

Impact reports are always one year behind.



About Agritourism



What is Agritourism?
Agritourism is…

 The intersection of agriculture and tourism

Examples:

 When the public visits a working farm, ranch, winery or 

any agriculture operation or active agricultural heritage 

site for enjoyment, outdoor recreation, activities, 

education, shopping, dining or lodging



Agritourism is on the rise nationwide, with revenue up 

from $704 million in 2012 to $950 million in 

2017, according to the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture. Note: The 2017 data does not include 

wineries, but the 2012 on does so the revenue growth 

may have been even greater.  Agritourism accounted 

for 5.6% of farm-related income in 2017.  

Yet while the federal agency hails the movement’s 

potential to “revitalize rural economies, educate the 

public and preserve agricultural heritage,” it 

acknowledges that agritourism still accounts for a tiny 

sliver of overall farm income.

For some though, it provides the extra income to stay 

on the their land or even for other family members to 

return to the farms and ranches to make a living.

https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2019/november/agritourism-allows-farms-to-diversify-and-has-potential-benefits-for-rural-communities/


Direct sales of ag. products

 Farm stands

 Farmers’ markets

 CSAs

 PYOs

More Stats

https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019-Talking-Points-SheetPDF-2.pdf


Agritourism & Agritainment

 Typically offered in 

addition to direct 

sales of ag. products

 Examples: hay or 

tractor rides, corn 

mazes, combine 

slides, jump pads, 
petting farms, harvest 
festivals, culinary 
experiences (apple cider 
varietal tastings), etc.



Immersive Farm & Ranch 

Experiences
 Farm or ranch tours

 Work experiences

 WWOOF

 Dude Ranches

 Rowse’s 1+1

 Our Heritage Guest Ranch

https://wwoofinternational.org/
https://www.1plus1ranch.com/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAvc_xBRCYARIsAC5QT9lDAtjndnCQEmq0bqJEAmZeKe4y2qYS2QSzrk6ywINyccmCYirjcOUaAmnDEALw_wcB
http://vacation-ranch.com/


Accommodations



Current Agritourism in 

Nebraska

 Approx. 80 farmers’ markets statewide

 More than 50 breweries and 40 wineries

 Opportunity for farm-to-table restaurants

https://visitnebraska.com/agritourism
https://www.hubcafelincoln.com/
https://prairieplaterestaurant.com/


What other 

Unique and 

innovative 

activities might 

draw people to 

the farm? 

Maybe

Silo ice 

climbing…



About Ecotourism



What is Ecotourism?
Ecotourism is…

 “responsible travel to natural areas that conserves 

the environment, sustains the well-being of the 

local people, and involves interpretation and 

education” (TIES, 2015)

 Visitors are focused on watching native wildlife, 

experiencing endemic flora and fauna, learning 

about unique landscapes and local culture, etc., 

all typically through the lens of conservation

https://ecotourism.org/


Outdoor Recreation

Examples:

 horseback riding

 wildlife viewing

 bird watching

 stargazing

 water recreating

 hunting & fishing

 hiking & biking

https://visitnebraska.com/outdoors-nature


Economic Impact of the Annual 

Sandhill Crane Migration

 A study led by the University of Nebraska 

at Kearney showed the economic impact of 

tourism in central Nebraska during the 

sandhill crane migration was $14.3 million in 2017.

 Non-central Nebraska visitors had a total economic 

impact of $10.58 million, with 136 jobs created.



http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NjvUCrirvczmVM&tbnid=msFYFHfkbiHaEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.k-state.edu/bsanderc/gradwind.htm&ei=k8sPUcCwGejD2QXvxYCgCQ&bvm=bv.41867550,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHN2_lr2OJ9ZsAlhVMhml2uDZ9CoA&ust=1360076010552620


Other opportunities for 

ecotourism and adventure travel

 Increasing water 

access

 Promoting dark skies



What do visitors want?

They want to...

 SEE

 TOUCH

 SMELL

 TASTE

 HEAR

…something UNIQUE.

They crave nuanced

experiences.



Resources



Agritourism Resources

 Networking

 Education

 Inspiration

 Agritourism Safety

 Walkthroughs

 Checklists

 Resources

https://www.nafdma.com/
https://safeagritourism.org/


Agritourism Resources

www.SafeAgritourism.org



Protections

LEGISLATIVE BILL 329: Nebraska Agritourism

Promotion Act

 Except as provided in section 5 of this act, an 

owner who allows a participant on the owner's 

premises for agritourism activities shall not be 

liable for injury to or death of the participant or 

damage to the participant's property resulting 

from an inherent risk on the owner's premises.

 2015 Nebraska Agritourism Liability Statute 

explanation

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/104/PDF/Slip/LB329.pdf
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/centralsandhills/Agri%20Tourism%20Insurance.pdf
https://www.mysafetysign.com/nebraska-agritourism-liability-sign/sku-k2-4989


Assistance is Available!

 Agritourism & Adventure Travel Workshop in 

Nebraska City

February 25-27, 2020

 Nebraska Tourism Conference in Grand Island

October 20-22, 2020

 We are happy to provide site visits to assist 

interested parties in the development and or 

expansion of tourism businesses and help develop 

partnerships to promote tourism activities.



Nebraska Tourism Commission 

Resources

Grants

 Marketing

 Community Imact

Publications

 Nebraska Travel 

Guide Free Listing

 Paid Ads

VisitNebraska.com

 Free website listings

 Travel itineraries

Webinars

 Free educational 

sessions

Nebraska Passport Program

http://nebraskapassport.com/
https://visitnebraska.com/sites/default/files/2019-10/2019-2020%20Tourism%20Marketing%20Grant%20Guidelines.pdf
https://visitnebraska.com/sites/default/files/2019-10/2019-2020%20Community%20Impact%20Grant%20Program%20Guidelines.pdf


In conclusion, our everyday treasures and 

way of life have the potential to be 

transformed into activities that people will 

want to experience and share.



Karen Kollars

Agritourism Consultant

308-249-3220

karen.kollars@nebraska.gov



DISCUSSION QUESTION

1. What are the first concerns 

that come to mind when you 

consider the possibility of 

Agritourism in your community?



DISCUSSION QUESTION

2.  It is important to help keep 

our communities thriving.  

Tourism is one piece of the pie 

that can help contribute to local 

tax funding.  What can we as 

planning and zoning officials do 

to encourage agritourism in our 

communities?



DISCUSSION QUESTION

3.  Agritourism is not a “Get Rich Fast” type of 

business but it can provide the extra income 

needed to potentially stay on the land especially 

when agriculture is in a slump.  Agritourism

businesses involve long hours, opening up homes to 

strangers, it is a big commitment for ALL Family 

members.  Dollars will need to be invested.  How 

can planning and zoning officials provide 

assurances, that the local government won’t 

change the rules in the near future forcing 

businesses to close, after the investment of 

significant time, talent and dollars?  



DISCUSSION QUESTION

4. What can be done to prevent / 

minimize complaints from a 

“squeaky wheel” or “jealous 

neighbor” that result in putting a 

stop to business growth and 

entrepreneurship?



DISCUSSION QUESTION

5. What information do you, as 

planning and zoning officials, 

need to increase your level of 

comfort with agritourism

activities?


